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Litton Industries, Springfield, Missouri, .EDssible Groundwater 
frcl'n Waste Di sp,.1s al Lagoons 

Martha R. Steincamp \, ' -
Attorney , IEGL ·· 

Rol:::lert l'-brby 
Chief , HAZM 

Ter r y Sattf~r lee Watt JjlL ' ['{l. 
Chief, lEGL 

Lou i se D. JacobsJJ.Ll ~· 1.~) 2i 
Di rector, ENFC 

David A. wagoner 
Director, AR.HM 
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EPA nas received o nunt>er of canplaints regarding possible groundwater 
contamination due to percolation fran unlined waste disposal lagoons at 
the Litton Industries facility in Springfield, Missouri (the lagoons were 
engineered to percolate). These letters have also gone to everyone, Doug 
Costle, Eagleton, the governor, · Danforth, etc. Don Toensing of the 
Enforcerrent Division Canpliance Branch has contacted MDNR concerning a 
lawsuit they filed against Litton Industries alleging EXJllution of ground­
water due to percolation fran the unlined lagoons and. several washovers or 
spills from these su~sedly non-discharging lagoons. Don has nore speci­
fic information on possible settlement of this lawsuit. 

Because of the nature of these canplaints, I feel that Hazardous Materials 
should be aware of this problem if they aren't already, and nonitor to 
assure that groundwater pollution problems are abated. I don't kn<M any­
more facts on this case, but it seems that sate sort of remedial ~asures 
need to be taken to assure that there is no percolation and/or spills from 
these waste l::igoons. Eventually Litton Industries will disdlarge to the 
city of Springfield, however, Springfield will not be able to accept the 
waste for scme time because there's no sefwer line to Litton's plant. 
Please contact Don Toensing at x2576 if you have a<Xlitional questions. 

Attachments 
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Litton Sys-ten, fnc., Sprin•Jfield, flissour i 

ilarry U. Gilner ,,n/ }/}> .. 
Chenica l Engi neer~H/SVAN 

-
I "1_ L <. 

To Bi11y J. Fairless, Ph.D. 
Acting Chief, Technical Servic~s Branch, SVAN 

Lit ton Systems is a producer of printed integrated circuit boards which 
involves some electroplating. · 

They do not havE an tlPOES pemit cla iming no riischarge. The state has 
issued a letter of approval allowing discharge to a lagoon for 
percolati on. The pollutant concentration was not to exceed the ground­
water levels. 

The state a lleges that: 

. l. Overflows from t he indust ri a l ~1a ste conta i nr.1ent lagoon are 
occurr i ng and enter ing a s inkhole. 

2. Contamination i.s occurring through percolation. 

3. The lagoon contains contaminants higher than agreed upon in 
the letter of approval. 

4. Discharges are occurring from a sanitary lagoon. 

The principal contaminates are copper and arrrnonia which have been· 
detected in springs test wells. 

Jim Penfold, Chief of the Compliance Review Section has a tentative . 
meeting with Litton in early September to discuss corrective action. 
Within two years, l itton is expected to be connected to the city sewer 
system after ·a ppropriate pretreatment: Jim Penfold is concerned with 
ac ti bn dur i ng th i s i nt~r i m period; 

EPA Form 1320·6 (Rn . 3-76) 
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Attached her~to is a sp ill report received on October 5, 1979. The 
sketchy in formation on the spi l l report indicates that the Li t ton 
Indus tr ies i nd ustri al l~ goon periodically overflows or l~a k s. 
Apparentl y, the repo rted spill. went into a ~fl~ 'f e basin . 

!j I Y\ !'.' t---c l .k 

Are we aware of this si t uati-0n and/o~ i s it somet hing we should take 
some action on? In view of the geology of this region, perhap s we 
should consider the possibility of groundw-3ter contami nation. 

Attachment 
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Co.~p a :iy 

Street Addrc s'.; - - -------- Str22 t f,ddr2.s s __ .._/.z:...l(W c--_( __ _ 
. I./ 

City, State, Zip . _s.~, -t U/ /'/, 
- -r.r--~-

. I:,,' . . 

Tc 1 ephon ...> __ ( _). __ _ 

City, Stutc , Zip 
-----~---

T2l epb.one_{L/f) 8 9 3 - ;? {rf/ 

Spill 

Sµill U i ~ ~G vercJ: 

N a~e JnJ ?u~itiun of p~ rs on 

3. 5!' l U . . 

a. U: ~ crip::ion of Spil1 (c~use, sou: ·ce, oth~r IJ:~rtin2nt C': c' r.t5 p..!rtJinin9 .J s ;n ti~ 

.&~~l/~;L~/ ~ o.. A~~~~ !:::c~~~. 
. / 

- ·- - . - ---- - --- ~- -

b. 

c. 

d. loca ti 0;1 of spill (street, city or county, still.L·, 12~.tl t' ·_!s criptio:-1, o. f ,i _.,i' . . : 

ur pn;.-:i mity to l~ind;,i Ml: 5 ): _ ------------ - - - -~-- -- --· 
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_ J ~ S Lrc..: .. 

crc2:.: , l ~d:c , etc.)? YES or@ 

i. 
_,. -

iii. f..-nount of r.iuterial spilled into Hater;-1.:iy? (cstir.-:u.td 
~~-~----~~ 

iv. Pub1 ic \·tater supply direct .ly involved or threateneJ: 
-~-~~---~-

g. Is the clisciwrged r.12.terial three.ten in~ a \·1c1tcr.-h1y? (Le:., if not ~1ear.~ . ! up, 

hJtcri c= l r;;ay reach a \1aten1ay due to r~in, etc.) _Y_ES ___ o_r __ ~,___i:_,,,o) 
c:::;:::> 

l. Oistar.ce fro:;1 1·1'1ter.-1ay (estimate) 
--~----~-~----~~ 

iii. Hhat is the tht·c:atcned waten1ay a tribut'1ry to? 
~-~--~--

~- · Does responsible request assistarice? YES -------or r:o 
. .-, 

:J • . -.. St~tc notif1=0~'J,J.NO Tim:!: / 8 :3 0 
- \.=7 ' Mi li t~ry . a. l.Jho ?_ <~ . · . ~ Te leohon~: ..!.(----'):...._. __ __...,... ______ _ 

... . . b • . tlill ~hoy rcspond?@ __ o_r __ . ....,.r:_o 

c. S t·atc co:1 tuc t per son_ -- - ------- ----'--· - -
6. Hill Ef'i\ Le on the scene ·! YES or @ 

I.f r.o t > \·;ily? 

·- - - -- ----- - -

* * * * * '* * ... * * * * 

Revie•.'lin~ f\ttorn~y ___ ___ _ __ _....._1-....--
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3.50~ ~rcene County 
Litton Industries 
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· Se~teriier 26, 1979 . . ·.;:L~· _:~ ~~ lJ;}•:. ,, ___ ... ~- ': 
- >·'->- y.·~.)·-.-:- .(.) ---·"""'-_·_._:;:: 

Mr. llanes K. Dow· ·· ·• · · . -- ---.!:~·f.~~-- ·· _ .. _ ·---·~ _ _ 
Fad 11 ties f"1n1qer · ·' 

· --· ··· · 1'.dvancf!d Circuitry D1v1ston · ,·· :~_:_ ___ :.:.<·.,,£.•1_ . .. _, __ .:..._"_- -_· ._ .. _-~ __ •• , -.
9, _ / ' •·· ,. ----·•-'-. ·-' P.O. Cox 2847 C.S.S. 

· ::. · · · · Spr1 ngf ie 1 d, ft> 65802 .t· ,, . 

. . .:. -------··-··--·--· ·· - ... 

--. -~ar Mr. Dciw: · 

~· ..• 
~ 

~ ........ ·:· ,,.,_._,. .. ;. . 

- ··'!'----

Two v1oletions-·of· D..e9ulat1on lt> CSP. 20-7 .Ott) Vent not.eel. An ovetflow._fran 
the copper·was~ lagoon had occurred and 1dd1tt0nally s1~1tary wastes fro11 
the 1n1gat1on s1tt were entering the sinkhole. , .. . ; ... ~ ,,,,, ,. 
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NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

. .• 
Missouri Clean Water Law 

Chaptet' 204, RSMo, 1975 Supplement 

MissouR1-liePAATMENT OF NATURAL aesouitces·· ····· , .... .l 
Division of Environmental Ouallty 

Water Quality Program 
_,, 

P.O. Box 1368 
Jefferson City, Miasouri 65101 
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